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always in the possession of various individuals and has
ceased to be common land.   As a result,  only certain
people can dig pits for refuse near the village, there is no
place for public latrines, no clean space for the little children
to play in, no recreation ground for the lads, and no place
for any other community purpose.   This private possession
of the land, however, does not stop all and sundry from
dumping rubbish anywhere and everywhere or from using
the whole area as a latrine.    Foul pools of black mud and
water abound.    Everything is dirty, untidy, and higgledy-
piggledy, and no one can be held responsible.   The bigger
the village the bigger the horror of it all!    These villages
can be cleaned up by a mighty effort by official order or
pressure—but they will never stay clean and tidy without
(i) a local authority to administer the village and (ii) the
* nationalization' or the reversion to the community, of
the area immediately round the houses.   This latter means
the consolidation of holdings, whereby all this area is
reserved both  for  community purposes,   pits,   latrines,
recreation ground, etc., and for future expansion of the
housing area.    By a local authority is meant either the
Consolidation Society,1   the  Better  Living  Society,1   or
the Statutory Panchayat.2   Once consolidation has been
carried out, the rest is easy and simple.    Orderly rows of
pits are dug, the waste water of the well is drained away
to trees and vegetable patches, depressions are filled up,
the cattle tanks removed to a suitable distance, a recreation
ground is provided, and every other village need supplied.
II.    WHAT MUST BE DONE
The first three essentials of healthy homes and villages
are light, air and cleanliness, and we will take them first,
1 See pp. 168, 173, 174 and chaps, xi, xii.         2 See p. 157.

